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IIBOOK,RXVIEIWS
MaAagemtnt of the Sick Infant, By Langley

Porter and William E. Carter. St. Louis: C.
V. Mosby CQmpany. 1922.

The proper construction of a textbook or of
any book of reference should be based directly
on the needs of the people who are expected to
use it. The neglect of this point of view is re-
sponsible for the small value of many-perhaps
most-of the numerous texts which are turned out
every year. The majority of them are written by
teachers and addressed to their students and bear
the mark of the class-room- rather than of actual
life and reality, Medical books especially suffer
from this fault. Too few of them are put out by
the clinician for the clinician. Too few of them
readily yield the answer to the questions for which
the practitioner turns to their pages. He may wish
to know to what diagnosis a particular set of
unusual symptoms point, or what is a better
treatment than his own for a given disease, or the
details of a therapeutic technique with which he is
familiar with only in principle. In the first case,
consulting the average book he will find that he
must read over the descriptions of several diseases
in the same general group; in the second case, he
is apt to find the customary "standard" methods
with which he is already familiar, -and in the third
case, he will rarely find any help at all. It is a
frequent comment that textbooks serve to per-
petuate the mistakes of their predecessors. Cer-
tainly most of them are not based- entirely or
even in large part on the di-rect experience of their
authors. Because it was an exception to this rule,
Osler's "Practice of Medicine" took the medical
world by storm with its freshness and its
originality of observation, While maintaining a
critical appreciation of the old.

It is to the credit of the Pacific Coast that its
most recent-and one of its few-i;nedical texts
should bear the same stamp of reality and should
be so intelligently planned to meef actual needs.
It can be at once recommended to any practitioner
of. medicine who has t6-deil with the diseases of
young children. It avoids the mistakes which
have been discussed and-- offers the advantages
which have been mentioned. The book is arranged
in three sections. The first is devoted to a con-
sideration of the significance of symptoms and to
the indications for treatment which they present.
The second section is given up to a descriptive
outline of the diseases peculiar to early childhood.
Both these exhaustive without pedantry plainly
reflect the mature conclusions of the senior author's
long and great clinical 'experience in pediatrics.
They merit a more extensive description than our
space allows. The third section, devoted to a
listed description with illustrations of equipment
and exact procedure for each of the technical
diagnostic and therapeutic mnethods used in pedi-
atrics, is unique in -textbooks in English, and,
indeed, is not equalted for' completeness in any
language. There is no reason why the general
practitioner, acquainted with the principles of
medical technique, should not be able from a
careful perusal of this book to carry out the
methods which hitherto have been left to a few
specialists. Further, his nurse by referring to the
book herself will -be able to have all the necessary
equipment prepared for him in advance-a con-
siderable saving of time.
The reviewer has for a number of years con-

sidered that there were, only two American texts
which were indispensable to the practicing
pediatrist-that of Holt and Howland, and that of
Morse and Talbot. To these he is now inclined to
add th-at of Porter and Carter because of its prac-

tical- utility and its "freshness of matter and because
it offers material which is not to be found else-
where in readily available form. H. K. F.

Principles of Immunology,. By Howard* T. Karsner,
M. D., and Enrique E. Ecker, Ph. -D.- 309
pages. Illustrated.-'biladelphia and Lod O:
J. 'B. Lippincott Company. 1921. 4

This is a valuable guide for students or pc.
titioners of medicine who desire a concise statement
of the facts and the -hyotheses concerning re-
sistance to infection" The general arrangement of
the text is excellent and the difficult subject is
presented in a remarkably clear manner. Facts
established by experimental studies are detailed and
supplemented by brief-discussions of the practical
and theoretical bearing of the phenomena upon
dis'ease and resistance in man. In twelve chapters
the following subjects are reviewed; Virulence of
organisms, general conditions of infection and
resistance, general phenomena of immunity, toxins
and antitoxins, agglutinins and precipitins, cytoly-
sins, cellular resistance, complement fixation, appli-
cation of complement fixation to the diagnosis of
disease, hypersusceptibility, hypersusceptibility in
man and defensive ferments. The practical appli-
cation of immunology to the prevention and cure
of disease has been su-ifmarized in three appendices
dealing with the thera'peu-tic employme'nt of -blood
serums, prophylactic vaccination and vaccine
therapy. Throughout the 'text -valuable infor-mation
is given relative to the technical' execution of
experiments. Some of the customary laboratory
procedures are explained and enhanced by. drawings
or colored plates. This b+ook is a valuable addition
to any medical library. K. F. M.

Clinical Diagnosis. A textbook of clinical mi-
croscopy and clinical chemistry for medical
students, laboratory workers and practitioners
of medicine. By---Charles Phillips Emerson,
A.- B., M. D. 5th 'ed. 726' pages.' Illustrated-
Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 1921.

It is ten years since-the-Aast edition of this book
appearect.~ In its preface, the author condemns th'e
present separation oif laboratory and ward, and "No
matter how successful a man 'may be, he has no
right to entrust his laboratory work entirely to
others. The' one who takes the 'history
of the patient and makes the physical' examination
'is the on-ly one who can interpret correctly a
-laboratory finding." Herein lies th'e value of' this
book, one' of the best on clinical diagnosis.

L. E.

The Surgcal Treatment of Non-Malignant -Affec-
tions of the Stomach. By Charles Greene
Cumston, M. D., and Georges Patry, M. D.
349 pages. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 192-1.

There is nothing new in this book, but it is a
compilation founded on a wide study of the litera-
ture and personal visits of the authors to a great
many foreign clinics. L. E.

Tuberculosis in I-iifancy and Childhood. By J.
Claxton Gittings and Frank Crozer Knowles
and Astley P.' C. Ashhurst. 273 pages. -Illus-
trated. Philadelphia and London: J. B. 'Lippin-
cott Company. 1922.

This book is a most concise, though at the same
time complete, presentation of tuberculosis in
infants and children. In slightly over 250 pages,
the authors present - a short historical review,
gen'eral asnects of the disease and detailed descrip-
tion of the disease in the several organs; also
instructions for the apolication of various tests.
To tuberculosis of the skin (F. C. Knowles) is

given a very interesting and extensive chapter,
whereas bones and joints have been treated iather
too briefly. The notes on- treatment of tuberculosis
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are ii- general -satie' aind 'pactical. However, advice
somewhat exceeds- the margin -of safety in openly
advocating "euthanasia by toys" in certain cases.

..L.

The Place' of'Version in Obptetrics-By Irving W.
-Potter, M. D.,' F. A. C. S. 138 pages, with 42
-illustrations. St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Com-

* pany, 1922. P.rice, $5.
Unfortunately, only about- fifty pages of the one

hundred 'and fort'y ofL this monograph contain
personal experiences of the author. Some seventy
pages are devoted to the history of version. This
portion of the volume is unquestionably the more
interesting one, since it quotes' nany of the classical
authorities verbally. As far as the chapters on
technique are concernedt there is nothing new that
has not been done' in most every well conducted
maternity. There is little argument offered and less
proof given that the author's contention of deliver-
ing all women by version and extraction can be
accepted for general teaching. Like in all. other
fields where technical skill can be developed to
the finest point by a large -amount of experience,
so in obstetrics -Potter has shown that this can be
done without undue risk to the. patient and the
child. It is interesting that his percentage of
Caesarean Sections runs close to 10 per cent of all
cases delivered.

In' a monograph like this one would expect the
author to give- his complete experience' with this
work rather than just a very meager discussion of
the work of two years.
When reading the last chapters one can not help

but feel that the author was hurrying to finish his
volume for the press. I refrain from discussing the
style of pres'enting the subject.
There are many salient points made in' this book

that are worth while 'to scrutinize. Aside from
that and the historical introduction. this. mono-
graph is decid,edly unsafe in' the hands of students
and beginners. L. 'A. E.

Clinical Electrocardioigraphy- By Frederick '.A.
Willius, B. S., M. D., M. S., in medicine.' 'On"e
hundred and eighty-eight pages, with. 185 illus-
trations. Philadelphia and London: W. B.
Saunders Company, 1922.

The author shows that he - appreciates the diffi-
culties of the study. He has carefully digested
the literature on' the s-ubject and gives it to the
students of electrocardiography in. an easy, digest-
ible form. In his numer.ous 'pict'ures of 'electro-
cardiograms in cases of angina pectoris, it would
have been better had he called attention to the
peculiar characteristi'cs, if any were present, in each
of the electrocardiograms which he shows. H. S.

An Essay on the Physiology of Mind. An inter-
pretation based on biological, morphological,
physical and . chemical considerations. By
Francis X. Dercum. Philadelphia and London:
W. B. Saunders' Compiny,, 1922.

This 150-page essay of Dercum's is a protest
against the attitude of those metaphysicians and
psychologists by whom "the phenomena of mind
have been approached as though they were Deculiar
in their character and being; as though a difference,
essential and intrinsic, separated these phenomena
by a wide and hopeless gap from all 'other phe-
nomena of nature." In the first part of the book,
one begins with -the unicellular organism without
nervous system, pro'ceeds by way of the sponges
through the fishes and the higher vertebrates to the
fully developed human. No' especial difficulty is
encountered until" one meets the word "conscious-
ness?" on'page 82. The rest of the book is devoted
to bridging the gap. The. final chapter, .etideavors
to explain the psy.cho.ses' and thie psycho-neuroses
in terms of physiology. It is 'good reading for
those urho' have read much or who will read much.
Others may as well let it ' alone. -E. W. T.

BUS1.fS-S AND. TH-E
BUSY PHY'SICIAN

Whynml 1I our adoertis help you?

-...Drugs and .bChinica-The teachings of the
physiological action of drugs'and chemicals are
based. primarily upon, the quality of the chemical.
A certain elemeiit of success in the treatment of
diseases, therefore, depends upon the quality of
the prescribed agents. In many instances not
enough attention is given to this important feature
of medicine. *Physicians -have come to rely for
accuracy in the manufacture of chemicals upon the
integrity of the manufa'cturer 'and, also upon the
reports of-- the: Councit on Pharmacy and Chemistry
of the A. M. A.

It is not the policy of .the Journal .to commend
one good manufacturer above another, but we will
not knowingly carry the advertisement of any
manufacturer or distributing agent who has not
the endorsement of the laboratories of- our own
national association. The advertising columns of
this issue of the Journal carry manufacturers' an-
nouncements of a number of chemicals and drugs.
These have all been accepted by the Council on
Pharmacy and Chemnistry. In this list mnay be
mentioned the medicated alcohol of the Mifflin
Chemical Corporation for external use; "Cincho-
phen" of. the Abbot .Laboratories; anti-toxins, se-
rums and vaccines of Parke, Davis & Co.; the
Cutter Laboratories; 'Eli'Lilly & Co.
- More general manufacturers 'and distributors of
standard drugs and chemicals who hold accredited
standing on the -advertising page's. of this Journal
are: Lederle Anti-toxin, Laboratories; Powers-
Weightman-Rosengarten Company; The Wander
'Company; The Wilson Laboratories; E. R. Squibb
& Sons.; Hynson, Westcott & Dunning; Schering
& Glatz; Arlington Chemical. Company; Maltbie
Chemical Company-, Laboratories of G. H. Sher-
man, M. D.
The drugs and chemicals' of these' nmanufacturers

may be commended so long as their advertisements
are accepted by this Journal.

M.ore About Investments-The' attention of all
of our readers is called to the advertisement of
E. H. Rollins & Sons in the advertising columns
of this issue of the Journal. This- is one of the
oldest and most reliable of the security an-d invest-
'ment houses of this country. -In addition to care-
ful scrutiny, of securities, the representatives of this
house offer personal service to physicians in select-
ing securities and investments.

It is pleasing. to note that physicians are utilizing
more and more legitimate channels of investment
for their earnings than we did as a class:in former
years, Financial agents assure us that it is con-
stantly growing more difficult to sell physicians the
proverbial "wildcat" stocks and investments, al-
though as a class. we are still toward the top of the
list of gullibles.

Physicians interested in investme'nts and securi-
ties will make no mistake in consulting E. H.
Rollins & Sons before they act-not afterwards, as
we often do.

We believe that every physician who holds a
government, state or 'county position should be a
member of,the. State, medical organization, and the
failure of any acceptable physician to'be a 'mehiber
-is. certainly a sign that he is not awake to'his own
'best interests. Organized medicine stands for the
'advancement and protection of its members and the
.-protection- of the- bublit -against incompetent and
'unscruputlous practitioners; so if you are competent
and 'ethical you should get ab'oard, and when you
get aboard dc n't' rock the boat.-Nevada Medical
-Bulletin, August 15, 1922.


